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| rr us, O LORD, in all our 
doings, with thy moſt gracious favour, and further 
us with thy continual help, that in all our works 
begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may 
glorify thy holy Name, and by thy mercy obtain 
everlaſting life. Eſpecially, we entreat thee, be 
preſent with thy ſervants in the particular work 
on which we are now entering. Endue thy mi- 
niſters with grace, to declare unto thy people thine 
everlaſting counſels. Give thy people grace alſo 
to profit by the ſame, that 50 he that ſoweth, 
and he that reapeth may rejoice together, For this 
purpoſe grant us the ſpirit of repentance from dead 
works, and ſincere converſion unto thee the livin 
GOD. Open our eyes to ſee the ſingular dan- 
gers with which at this day we are encompaſſed, 
nd may thy judgments prove the bleſſed means 
of conducting us to thy righteouſneſs, by con- 
incing us that our only ſecurity is in thee, and 
lhe ways of thy commandments. So will we 
tarn to praiſe thee more and more, and the work 
which we are beginning this night, ſhall be con- 
nued unto thy glory and the increaſe of thy 
nurch and kingdom, by turning many from dark- 
% to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
bee, their GOD and Redeemer. 
We defire to conclude theſe our imperfect 
nyers in that moſt perfeſt form which thou 
elf haſt taught us—Our Father, &c. 
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Fier. XXXI. 6. 


THERE SHALL BE A DAY THAT THE WATCHMEN UPON THE 
MOUNT EPHRAIM SHALL CRY, ARISE YE, AND LET us 
GO UP TO ZION, UNTO THE LORD OUR GOD. 


Hh E day here pointed at by the 
Prophet, when the watchmen upon the Mount 
Ephraim were to lift up their voices, and call 
the people to go up to Zion wnto the LoRD ther 
Cop, ſhould appear to have been ſome extraordi- 
wry day, marked by ſome particular and extraor- 
{nary circumſtances, which beſpoke the expediency 
of a particular and extraordinary cry. For it can- 
not be ſuppoſed, but that he walchmen upon the 
Mount Ephraim, in the cuſtomary and common 
exerciſe of their ſacred miniſtry, had ordinarily 
proclaimed to the Jewiſh people the call of their 
GOD to come up unto his holy and beloved 
city, It can hardly be conceived, I ſay, that 
they had been totally negligent in the diſcharge 
of obligations bound ſo faſt upon their conſciences 
by the ſanctions of their heaven-born law. But 
now, on hrs day revealed by the ſpirit of pro- 
phecy, when ſome new occaſion, as it ſhould 
leem, was to call forth from the miniſters of 
the MosT HiGn, new and encreaſed exertions ; 
when poſſibly new corruptions on the part of 

| man, 
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6 
man, by an accumulation of crimes, would excite 
new alarms ; or, when perhaps new mercies and 
miracles on the part of GOD, to check the pro- Al 
greſs of thoſe corruptions, . would multiply the H w. 
obligations to a devout acknowledgment—on ſuch N 
a day, I fay, it is not to be wondered at, that the of 
trumpet of the Watchmen of Iſrael was to blow of 
with a proportionably londer and more urgent Y*/ 
ſound, Ariſe ye, and let us go up to Zion, unto the Itbe 
LORD ovr GOD. LENNY ) 
But be the occaſion of this holy ery amongſt tun 
the watchmen of Iſrael in the days of old what it Mf 
may, whether ordinary or extraordinary ; certain Heer 
it is, that in our days, the watchmen off our Iſrael F'Y 
muſt needs feel themſelves: impelled by wore than 
ordinary motives to adopt the fame cry, Who alſo fu 
can prefume to ſay, but that the fgna/ day pointed tu 
at in my text by the ſpirit of prophecy, is the 
preſent day? Who ſhall preſume to ſay, but that 
the miniſters of the Goſpel at this very hour are 
thoſe wwatchmen upon Mount Ephraim, of whom 
the bleſſed cry was predicted, and by whom iff 
was to be accompliſhed > The all-piercing eye 0 
GOD, we know, extends its penetrating views 
into ages the moſt remote, and with the fame 
facility diſcerns events at the diſtance of a HH 
years, as of one day, It cannot therefore be pro- 
- nounced 7mpoſſible ; it may not appear improbable 
but that theſe our times are included in the pre 
diction of the ALMIiGuTy, and that our preſent 
aſſembly therefore forms a part of the accompliſh 
ment of the awful but conſolatory prophecy 
announcing the holy cry, Ariſe ye, and let us gt 
up to Zion, unto the LORD our GOD. 
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p But did I fay, ** hir may not appear improbable ? 
Alas! The tremendous figns of the times in 
which we live convert probability in this caſe into 
h © cer7a1nty, and leave no longer the ſmalleſt ground 
he Jof doubt, what is the duty of the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, the prefent warchmen upon Mount 
Ephraim, at this eventful period. At a day, when 
he the wild licentioufneſs of opinion begins to con- 
ound all order, by diſputing all authorities both 
of human and divine; when the ſanction of the laws 

of GOD himſelf is difallowed, and it is become 
tren a queſtion of debate with many, whether 
my ſuch laws exiſt; when that holy revelation 
from the Mos r Hilo, which was intended to 
nfluence the life of man to every thing godlike, 
ituous, and happy, is converted itſelf through 


the an's folly, into a ſource of crimes, by inducing 
chatFoubt, perverſion, and denial ; when, added to 
ae outrage againſt the ſovereignty of Heaven, the 


wereignty of the Princes of the earth is alfo 
failed, and the reſtraints of civil juriſdiction are 
counted encroachments on human liberty; whilſt 
juſt diſtinctions of civil community are re- 
ded as unjuſt exceptions to human equality ; 
hen, what is alike dreadful, the profaneneſs of 
pro- infidel is cheriſhed and confirmed in too 
able ny caſes, by the careleſſneſs and inconſiſtency. 
thoſe who call themſelves believers ; whilſt men 
eſeni poſe themſelves chriſtians, for no better a rea- 
iſh than becauſe they repeat a creed, which they 
ecy / P<rpetually contradicting by their conduct; at 
us u, I fay, like this, when vice and folly begin 
lift up their heads ſo boldly, and to threaten 
auction to every thing that can be wiſe and 
nous, orderly and happy, whether in the tem- 

poral _ 


have in view, in the inſtitution, whoſe 
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poral or eternal, whether in the political, 
moral, or the religious intereſts of mankind, 
ſuch a day, ſurely the watchmen upon May 
Ephraim muſt be ſtruck with total blindneſs tat 
ſanctity and importance of their ſacred charaa 
if they do not regard ſuch portentous ſigns as 
many fignals to double their watchfulnels—as 
many alarms to excite a louder and repeated 
on their part, to the people committed to th 
care, Ariſe ye, and let us go up to Zion, 
*« the LORD our GOD.” 

Such then being the multiplied calls upon? 
Miniſters of the Goſpel at this day, to a 
than ordinary diligence in the diſcharge of . 
ſacred office, I truſt it will not be thought fon 
to the purpoſe of our preſent Aſſembly, 
endeavour to convince you, that your Mini 
have been and are duly ſenſible of the encre 
obligations impoſed upon them by the comp 
ion of the times; and if with this view. I 
call your attention to a, brief ſtatement 
the exertions they have already made, in co 
quence of their convictions, and then prot 
2dly. to the conſideration of the motives wl 
have influenced them, and of the purpoſes 


mencement we are this night met to celebrate 
Let it not however be ſaid, or even ſuſped 
that my deſign in entering upon theſe contig 
tions is grounded in any fond or fooliſh affe 
to make a vain diſplay of the labours either ol 
Brethren or of myſelf, If I know any thi 
my own heart, and of the ſecret ſpring 
its intentions and thoughts, it is far, very 
from harbouring any ſuch filly _— yy 
olle 
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utentation of well doing is in all caſes dirgusting, 
o ſay the leaſt of it, but it deſerves a worſe 
ame when chargeable upon thoſe, who are pecu- 
arly conſecrated to the holy office of teaching 
e world Humility. Nevertheleſs, howſoever weak 
Ind criminal it may be for the Miniſters of GOD 
o pride themſelves on their exertions, it by no 
neans follows, that it is either weak or criminal 
d make thoſe exertions known. On the contrary, 
is of importance that they ſhould be known, 
cauſe it is of importance that the Public ſhould 
ave confidence in thoſe who are appointed to 
pnduct them in the ways of ſalvation. It is of 
portance therefore, and of the firſt importance, 
tat they who are taught, ſhould be perſuaded to 
lieve that their Teachers are not only authorized, 
ut are anxious allo to inſtruct them; are not only 
act in fulfilling reguired duties, but are zealous 
ſo in ſtepping beyond the limits of ſtated 
gagements, when occaſion calls. It is of im- 
drtance, I ſay, that by thus holding forth to 
ew the voluntary and free ſervices of the 
liniſters of the Altar, the world may be con- 
ced, that the miſchievous ſarcaſm, which we 
ar every day inſinuating, that the Clergy do 
thing but what they are paid for,” doth not 
ply «nzver/ally, whilſt it is ſhewn from facts, 
at, in ſome inſtances at leaſt, the chriſtian prieſt 

ts from a higher principle than that of gain. 
Truſting then, and firmly believing, that you 
U impute what I am about to ſay, to its proper 
dtive, I haſten to call your attention to what 
ur Miniſters have a/ready done, in the way of 
raordinary duty, that they might proclaim more 
werfully and —_— to you the bleſſed 15 
0 
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of the watchmen on Mount Ephraim, Ar:/ ye, 
and let us go up to Zion, unto the LORD ay 
GOD. 

It is now about two years ago, ſince a con- 
ſiderable body of the Clergy, in the towns of 
Mancheſter and Salford, formed themſelves into an 
aſſociation for the expreſs purpole giving. fulleref. 
fed to their miniſterial labours, On this occaſion they 
reaſoned, that the energies of any /:ng/e man, let 
his zeal be ever ſo warm, and his activities ever 


ſo alert, cannot poſſibly be ſo complete or off 


fruitful, as when aided by the combined energies of 
others. As in all other caſes, it is well known, 
that an union of counſellors tends to eſtabliſh counſel, 
that the efforts of many in conjundlion operate t 
vaſtly more advantage, than the efforts of eac 
individual acting. ſeparately. Such was the induce 
ment with your Miniſters for forming themſelves 
into an aſſociated body; and they have been taught 
by experience hitherto that the principles, on 
which they argued and acted, were well- grounded 

Behold here then the firſt motion of yout 
Miniſters, to elevate their voices with the watch 
men upon Mount Ephraim, and cry, with a mon 
than cuſtomary cry, unto the people committed t 
their charge, Ariſe ye, and let us go up to Zion 
wnto the LORD our GOD! Your Miniſters ar 
Joined in a ſacred league and covenant of mutua 


and aſſociated labours, to give fuller effect to thi 
It is not any longer a/#ng/e voice alonF! 


holy cry. 
waich calls you to go vp unto Zion; it is ne 
any longer a fing/e guide alone who woull 
conduct you to the LORD your GOD; b 
you are exhorted and you are directed b 
united admonition and united counſel, Ther 


is therefore a conſpiracy — do not be alarmec 
elt 
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„neither imagine it to be againſt you; for it is 
a only againſt your corruptions; it is a Holy plot 
formed by the Miniſters of the Altar, againſt 
thoſe vices and follies, which would either 
deſtroy or defile it; it is a confederation of the 
powers of truth againſt the deluſions of error ; 
of the principles of righteouſneſs and falvation 
againſt the perverſions of iniquity and the ſecret 
ſources of your deſtruction, Be not then alarmed 
at a confederacy like this; but rather let it be 
your conſolation to know, that you are hereby 
the better guarded againſt that other confederacy, 
the confederacy of your ſpiritual enemies, the 
powers of darkneſs and of death, who are ever 
plotting your ruin: And in the critical hour of 
temptation; at that moſt awful and perilous of all 
moments, when the ſubtle adverſary of your 
peace preſents his enchanting allurements to turn 
our ſteps away from Mount Zion and the LORD 
your GOD, to plunge down into the abyſs of his 
dedFown wretchedneſs and darkneſs —at this awful 
youFand perilous moment, I ſay, may you derive ad- 
chFitional ſpiritual ſtrength and ſecurity from the 
rcollection, that poſſibly at that very moment 
your Miniſters are aſſembled before GOD to de- 
liberate about your ſalvation; to offer up their 
united ſupplications for your eternal well-being! 
But further] proceed to another proof of what 
four Miniſters have already done, towards giving 
Willer effect to the cry of the warchmen upon Mount 

Ephraim. 
It is now more than a year ago, when a plan 
Was ſuggeſted and put into execution by the 
 bYClergy as above aſſociated, for ſupplying the lower 
hene of ſociety with religious books : The ground 
me B 2 Or 


N . 
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or reaſon of the plan was this: It had been ob. ¶ gu 
ſerved that the patrons of infidelity and licentious. I des 
neſs promoted their miſchievous purpoſes princi. Þthe 
pally by the circulation of cheap tracts, contain. ed. 
ing all their poiſonous and deſtructive opinions: I the 
It therefore appeared reaſonable, to oppoſe the N 
enemy in his own way; to turn his own practices Yon 
againſt himſelf; and with this view to be as pul; 
active in the circulation of the antidote, as he was Wiuct 
in the circulation of the po:/on. Accordingly the but 
Iiberality of the public was ſolicited, to 1 preſ 
the expence ce attending ſuch a work of fon. 
charity; and it was not ſolicited in vain. For 
the credit of the town and neighbourhood it ought 
to be recorded, that numbers diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by their generous ſubſcriptions on the oc- 
caſion, and that there is every reaſon to believe, 
many more would have given the ſame honourable 
teſtimony of their approbation and ſupport of theſF 
plan, had they been applied to. The aſſociated 

Clergy were thus furniſhed with the means 0 
executing their purpoſes, and accordingly the 
loſt no time in the diſtribution of Bibles, Teſtament 
and other religious Tracts, amounting to ſeveral 
thouſands; a more particular account of whic 
diſtribution is preparing to be laid before the 

ublic. 

g Behold here then another mode, adopted b 
your miniſters, of joining in the cry of the watch 
men on Mount Ephraim, and ſaying, with en 
creaſed energy, and to more complete effect, ary/Fontril 
ye, and let us go up to Zion, unto the LORD on 
GOD ! Itis not their own voices a/one which they 
have raiſed, on this bleſſed occaſion, but they hav! 


called to their aid the voices of the moſt diſtin 
guiſhe 


LOF 
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guiſned of the teachers of Iſrael, whether living or 
dead: It is not to the walls of therr Churches that 
the ſound of evangelical wiſdom has been confin- 
ed, but they have extended it even to your houſes; 
they have let the heavenly manna fall among your 
tents, and round about your habitations: It was not 
on the 7emporary impreſſion produced from the 
pulpit ane that they depended, in a point of 
ſuch infinite concern as your — ſalvation, 
but they have provided a means to make that im- 
preſſion perpetual, and to add to it new impreſ- 
tons, by ſupplying you at your own homes with 
a conſtant inſtructor in righteouſneſs ; by introduc- 
ng into your dwellings a teacher who might be 
dways at hand, ever exciting new hopes and new 
defires to ariſe and go unto Mount Zion, unto tbe 
LORD your GOD. 

Let theſe conſiderations have their due effect 
on all, Are there any here preſent, who by their 
lberality have been the ſupporters of the above 
mode of inſtruction ? Let them rejoice to know 
mat their worldly wealth has been employed 
o ſuch advantage; that it is already at work, and 


Will for ages continue ſo, in checking the progreſs 


f infidelity, in inſtructing ignorance, in con- 


irming evangelical principles, and in conducting 


houſands of human beings out of the regions 
if darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, to go wnto 
lount Zion, unto the LORD their GOD. And 
we there any here preſent, who have not as yet 


Fontributed to ſo beneficial an inſtitution ? Let 


em ſeriouſly conſider, (I fay this without mean- 
ig to diſparage other occaſions of charity) whe. 


er it is poſſible for them to diſpoſe of their 


*r1ihable ſilver and gold in any other way more 
advantageous 
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advantageous to the community, or more ſatisfac. 
tory to themſelves, Laſtly, are there any here 
preſent, who have already received the benefit of 
this inſtitution, by being ſupplied with bibles, 
or other religious books ? Let them never forget 
what is „he deſign of that ſupply : Let them never 
forget, I ſay, that they have received into their 
houſes a meſſenger from Heaven, a prophet of 
the MosT HIGH, a watchman from Mount Eph. 
raim, to call them to Mount Zion; and in the 
hour of careleſs levity; when the unfaithfulneſs 
of the human heart renders divine influence leſs 
effectual, and at the ſame time more forcibly 
demonſtrates its neceſſity; at that hour, I ſay, 
let them recollect the ſanctity of the gueſt whom 
they have admitted, and in whoſe preſence they 
ſtand, and let them act accordingly. 

Having thus endeavoured to point out what 
your Miniſters have a/ready done, as the watch 
men upon Mount Ephraim, to call you to Zion, | 
proceed to conſider in the next place what are the 
particular motives which have influenced them 
and what the particular purpoſes. they have 1 
view, in the eſtabliſhment of the inſtitution 
which has given riſe to our preſent aflembly. 

In entering however upon this part of my ſub 
ject, I confeſs I ſee difficulty; I fee] diſcourage 
ment; not from any ſuſpicion of your want 0 
indulgence; ſtill leſs from any doubt of the fin 
cere and upright intentions of my aflociatee 
Brethren ; but whilſt I ſee it my duty to explal 
to you the awful motives which have induceC 
your Miniſters to call you together on this ſolemt 
occaſion ; whillt I feel it my happineſs to unfol 


to you the blefſed purpoſes which they have 1 
vie; 
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view towards you by ſuch a call; I cannot help 
being affected in ſome degree with the ſame ſen- 
ſation which the great Apoſtle felt, when he ex- 
claimed on a fimilar occaſion, Who is ſufficient for 
theſe things ? 

You certainly have a right to enquire and to 
know, why you are now aſſembled together in a 
manner fo extraordinary and altogether new : And 
in giving you the neceſſary information on this 
point, J ought on my part to be explicit in ac- 
quainting you with the reaſons, which, in the 


judgment of your Miniſters, appear a ſufficient 


warrant for ſuch a novel procedure: But in doing 
this, I ought to ſet before you, firſt and princi- 
pally, the new and uncommon dangers to which 
you are at preſent expoſed as to your beſt, that is 
to ſay, as to your eternal intereſts; and in ex- 
biting thoſe dangers, I ought to preſent to your 
ew that terrible infection of principles, that 


Weltilence of impious and infidel perſuaſions, ori- 
inating with the powers of darkneſs, which in 


heſe our days has ſpread its malignant influences 
mongſt all ranks and degrees of ſociety, to the 
umoſt entire deſolation of evangelical truth and 
purity. TI ought to convince you, that eternal 
leath is thus at your very doors, and that your 
anger is the greater, becauſe, notwithſtanding 
s nearneſs and its awfulneſs, it is in general re- 
arded with indifference, and few view it with 
lat anxiety and alarm which it is calculated to 
xcite, When the infection of bodily diſeaſe 
egins to taint the atmoſphere, every prudent 
han is inſtantly on his guard, and adopts the 
lutary means which prudence dictates, to repel 
temper, and preſerve health untainted. He 

18 


16 
is eſpecially cautious of approaching an infe6 
perſon, or of frequenting ſuch places as are 
expoſed to contagion. But whence comes it, t 
in the great concern of ſpiritual health, the 
tention neceſſary to preſerve ſpiritual and ete 
life, at a time too when the moſt peſtilential j 
the moſt fatal of all diſeaſes ought to excite 
univerſal dread — whence, I ſay, comes it, . 
we are altogether ſo regardleſs of the miſch 
and ſo remiſs in the application of the means p 
per to keep it at a diſtance? For what is the 
fection of bodily diſtemper, compared with - 
which would deſtroy the ſoul; which, by e 
rupting the principles of evangelical life, we 
conſume every virtuous hope, bring down to 
grave every moral and religious energy, and 
annihilate that part of man, which alone © 
ſtitutes man, which alone renders it deſirable 
be a man, viz. the faculty by which he can 
tach himſelf to his MAKER, learn the leſſo 
the eternal wiſdom, and live for ever? 

But in unfolding to you the grounds and 
ſons of our preſent aſſembly, there is ſomet 
elſe required on my part, beſides a mere exh 
tion of your preſent dangers. I ought to acq 
you further with the proviſions made of 
for your ſecurity, and with the intended appl 
tion of thoſe proviſions by your Miniſters, 
the inſtitution now commencing. With 
view, I ought to direct your eyes upwards 
ward heaven, to behold the fair Daughter 


Zion, whoſe name is RELIGION, deſcend 
from her heavenly FaTHER, to bleſs all 
families of the earth. I ought to make you 
ſible, how her eagerneſs to bleſs encreaſes 


17 
the dangers with which ſhe ſees you encom- 
paſſed; and how her power to protect, ſo far 
rom being weakened by oppoſition, acquires new 
vigour and energy from the attempts of her foes 
Wo deſtroy her. Aware of that peſtilential infec- 
jon, which is at this day extending its deadl 
vages ſo widely, ſhe is provided with all al 
ng medicines to prevent or to remove contagion. 
or behold in her hand a BOOK! It is the 
ORD of GOD, the fountain of the eternal 
iſdom, from whence flows the water of life; 
d the everlaſting law eſtabliſhed concerning this 
rater is, that whoſoever drinketh of it is ren- 
lered immortal, ſo that neither fickneſs nor death 
ave power to hurt him, according as it is writ- 
n, Every thing ſhall live whither the RIVER 
comeuhb. * This healing water RELIGION is 
iſpoſed to give even to her enemies who reject 
, on whom ſhe ſeeks no revenge, but to receive 
em again into the boſom of her peace: They 
ay indeed deprive themſelves of her falutary 
edicines, but they can never deprive her of the 
ll and of the power to diſpenſe them. For 
the fountain of life ſtill continues to low in 
uninterrupted courſe, and as it flows, it com- 
unicates life, and health and vigour, and bleſſ- 
ineſs indeſcribable and inconceivable, to all ſuch 
are wiſe to drink ; convincing them that it 1s 
bm GOD, by the moſt powerful of all argu- 
ents, viz, the effect it produces on their lives 
d converſations, the ſpirit of charity with which 
quickens, the ſpirit of truth with which it 
lightens, the bleſſed hopes with which it cen 
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the omnipotent aid by which it ſupports and pro. | 
tects. | lol 

Such are the objects with which J ought Y G 
to make you acquainted, in order to unfold fully I his 
the grounds and reaſons of our preſent aſſembly, I anc 
But herein I am free to confeſs my utter inſuf. I ent 
ficiency, being alike unable to convey to you any I adi 


which at preſent threatens you, or of the means 
of divine protection, which are ever proportioned 
to human exigencies. 

Leaving therefore this ſubject to the future 
diſcuſſion of my more able brethren, I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf at preſent with ſaying, that the conſi- 
deration of the encreaſing perilous ſtate of your 
eternal intereſts is the ſole motive which has in- 
duced your Miniſters at this time to adopt an 
extraordinary mode of ſecurity and protection. 
They have ſeen the wolf coming to ſcatter the ſheep, 
a wolf too of uncommon ſize and fierceneſs, and 
they are deſirous, if poſſible, to drive the ſheep 
into a ſafe fold. They have ſeen a terrible ſtorm 
gathering, a tempeſt of more than ordinary vio 
lence, and they are eager, ere it be too late, ta 
pilot your ſhip into a ſafe harbour. They have 
looked upon the valley of this lower world, anc 
behold ! they ſee it filled with new and ſtrange 
diſorders ; it is no longer either a quiet or a fafg 
place to abide in ; they are earneſt therefore to con 
duct you to a ſurer reſting place, even to that 20 
hill of Zion, which is elevated far out of the reac 
of earthly confuſion and diſturbance ; where ther 
is no dark cloud to cauſe obſcurity, no thunder t 
alarm, no lightning to deſtroy. In ſhort, to ſpeal 
plainly, and without a metaphor, your Miniſte 
with to call you at this awful juncture, =_ 

on 
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louder call than uſual, unto the LORD your 
GOD, to take a faſter hold than heretofore on 
his covenant, to ſecure his favour more ſecurely, 
and with this view, to declare a deeper rooted 
enmity againſt all fin; to bid a more laſting 
adieu to every falſe and forbidden joy; to watch 
more diligently againſt the multiplied ſnares laid 
for you by the treacherous adverſaries of your 
peace ; that ſo you may be at fuller liberty to go 
up unto Mount Lion, unto the LORD your GOD. 

We cannot indeed add to, any more than the 
infidel can rate from, the awful ſanctions of the 
Goſpel. Independent alike on the aſſent or diſſent 
of man, death and judgment, Heaven and Hell, 
will continue to be the ſame ſober certainties, the 
ſame eternal realities. They continue alſo to be 
the ſame approaching realities, and to approach 


Y with the ſame ſteady and conſtant pace. Our faith 
E cannot accelerate, neither can our unbelief retard 


For behold ! 


their motion. whilſt I am now 


Y ſpeaking, time is paſſing rapidly away, and eter- 


nity coming faſt upon us ; this viſible world of 


Y ſhadows is about to diſappear, and the inviſible 
JJ world of enduring ſubſtances is haſtening to con- 


vince us, that it 1s not a ſhadow, it is not a dream, 


Jas ſome are weak enough to imagine, but that on 
che contrary, every thing unconnected with it is 


both a ſhadow and a dream. We may indeed 
ſtill doubt, we may indeed ſtill diſbelieve, and fall 
aſleep in our unbelief to all ſenſe and apprehenſion 
of theſe things, which ſo infinitely concern us. 
But can it be ſafe, or can it be prudent thus to 


cloſe our eyes and ſhut up the ſenſes which GOD 


has given us ? Can it be prudent, I ſay, to wait 


till the ſerpent bites, to be convinced of 1ts poiſon ? 
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to doubt and to diſpute about the fire, whilfl it is Ag 
approaching to conſume us? never to believe in à no 
future recompenſe of reward, till we are taught the 
its reality by the loſs of it? Surely there is ne 
ſecurity nor wiſdom in ſuch infatuation of conduct. ¶ {cc 
Surely it were far ſafer and wiſer to act according pla 
to the tenor of thoſe words of the eternal truth, ¶ {cy 
which ſaith, Theſe things have I told you, that when lies 
the time ſhall come, ye may remember that I told ou ¶ ied 
of them.* | 1 
Let it not however be ſuppoſed, that in calling on 
you thus 20 go up to Mount Zion, unto the LORD! 


from your engagements in this lower world. No, 
they with rather to make you more zealous and 
alert in fulfilling thoſe engagements, by calling you: 
to the operation of thoſe eternal principles, which] 
can alone enable you to fulfill them to advantage, 
It is a deluſive, it is a deſtructive idea, on the one . 
hand to ſuppoſe, that we can fulfill our duties 
aright to our fellow-men, without firſt fulfillin 
our duties to GOD; and on the other hand, to. 
imagine it poſſible to be faithful ſervants of GOD, 
and not be faithful ſervants alſo to the community 
in which we live—to conceive that we may be 
religious without morality ; pious without charity; 
holy without juſtice ; that we can diſcharge di-Wwhi, 
vine duties, whilſt we are careleſs about human 
ones; that we can be citizens of Heaven, whilitF' 
we are regardleſs of the obligations impoſed upon 
us as citizens of this world; that we can reſpectWter 
the authority of GOD, and at the ſame time deſpileWou 
the authority of man delegated from GOD. nd 

Againſt the 
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is Y Againſt ſuch fatal perſuaſions, your Miniſters will 
va not fail continually to warn you, by inculcating 
cht the neceſſity, in the firſt place of fearing GOD, 
ner by regarding his divine Law; and then, in the 
ct. ſecond place, of becoming good citizens, exam- 
ing plary in your conduct and converſation under your 
th, {cveral relationſhips, whether as maſters of fami- 
ben lies, as hvſbands, wives, children, ſervants, ſub- 
y jects, merchants, manufacturers, mechanics, re- 
membering thoſe inſtructive words of Jeſus Chriſt 
ing on another occaſion, but applicable alſo on this, 
Dar- GOD hath joined together, let not man put 
you WY nder; and again, Theſe things ought ye to have 
No, ¶ he, and not to leave the other undone. 
and After having thus explained to you the motives 
vou end purpoſes by which your Miniſters feel them- 
uch elves influenced on the preſent occaſion, need 1 
ge. add what are the new, the encreaſed obligations 
mpoſed on you, from this ground of the encreaſed 
exertions of your teachers? It is happy for me, 
that on this ſubject you have an infinitely higher, 
n infinitely more powerful Monitor, I mean,, the 
ALNuIGHTVY himſelf, who, in the tremendous 
Wins of the times, ſpeaks a language of admoni- 
beton; utters a voice of awful inſtruction ; which 
rity;{none can miſinterpret, and with an authority, 
> di-Mwhich, I truſt, none will be diſpoſed to gainſay. 
man ben thy zudgments are in the earth, it is written, 
hilltWe Inhabitants of the world will learn righteouſneſs, 
pon and this being eternally true, I have only to 
pectFter you to thoſe judgments ; I have only to bid 
ſpiſeſſou open your eyes to what is paſſing around you; 
OD. d then you will want no further teaching, how 
ainſt he redoubled labours of your Miniſters, and the 
notives thereto, ought to affect you. eee 
there 
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chere is one conſideration, which I cannot help Þ af 


preſſing more particularly upon your attention, in I nc 
regard to divine judgments, and which is the more ¶ in 
neceſſary at this time, becauſe, notwithſtanding its I It 
ſingular importance, it does not appear to have ul 
excited that notice which it deſerves. The confi. ¶ ou 
deration I mean is this — all divine judgments ] ten 
beſpeak manifeſtly an increaſe and accumulation I th: 
of the powers of evil; and an increaſe and accu- 
mulation of the powers of evil imply with equal Nat 
certainty an increaſe of difficulty, in withſtanding ¶ rea 
them; and an increaſe of difficulty argues fur-W of 
ther an encreaſe of danger and of hazard. This tir 
conſideration, I lay, does not appear to have been Nh 
ſufficiently attended to; for was it ſufficiently t 
attended to, that our falvation is by this means Hatte 
become more hazardous, and conſequently more cha. 
doubtful, how would it be poſſible that our lives 
and our conduct ſhould remain unaffected by it!? 
For let us ſuppoſe this cafe, that when we went 
to reſt this night, there was @ chance that our 
houſes might be on fire, and we might be burnt 
in our beds before morning. Let us ſuppolg 
this chance to be encreaſed even to a probabulityg 
ſo that the hazard of our being burnt was ra4 
ther greater than he hope of our reſting quietly 
Should we any of us, under ſuch circumſtances 
think it ſafe to be overtaken with deep ſleep! 


others to watch for us, in a caſe of ſuch manitfel 
danger? The point is too plain to need inſiſting 
upon; and indeed our own conduct at this ver) 
moment, in regard to another temporal danger 
proves it to be ſo. For behold! how is all ou 
vigilance excited! how are all our energies an 

| exertion 
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exertions called forth by the en ug hazard of an 
aſſault from our temporal foes! Why then thould 
not an encreaſe of hazard in regard to adverſaries fo 
infinitely more dreadful, produce the fame effects? 
It certainly will do ſo in a ten-fold degree, 
whenſoever our eyes are once opened to ſee, that 
our danger in this latter caſe is ten-fold, yea, 
ten thouſand fold more intereſting and more awful 
than in the former. 

* We read of a great Emperor of old, how, at 
a time when his life was in imminent danger by 
reaſon of a conſpiracy formed againſt it, a friend 
of his one day put into his hands a paper, con- 
taining an account of the plot, and of the danger 
which threatened him. But the Emperor, being 
Wt that time engaged with his courtiers, and more 
Y attentive, alas! to ceremony and to compliment, 
ban to a regard for his own ſecurity, neglected, 
Were it was too late, to examine his friend's ſalu- 
Weary notice—the conſequence was, his enemies 
Wlucceeded in their deſigns, and he loſt his life— 
May I truſt, beloved, that you will not play the 
ame careleſs and fatal part that this unhappy 
Emperor did! May I truſt, that now you have 
had timely notice of an infinitely greater danger 
which threatens you, you will not ſuffer either 
cremony or compliment, either the buſineſs or 
pleaſures of this world, to divert you from a 
W:oper and profitable attention to the warning! 

To conclude — I have now made you acquaint- 
d with the motives which have influenced your 
Miniſters, and with the purpoſes they have in 
Wicw, in their preſent new engagements. I have 
Informed you alſo of what they have already done, 
as 
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as watchmen upon Mount Ephraim, to call you 
unto Zion, unto the LORD your GOD. I have 
laſtly endeavoured to ſhew how you ought to be 
affected by theſe conſiderations ; how your watch. 


fulneſs over and concern for your everlaſting 
intereſts ought to be ſtimulated by the dangers 


which encompaſs you, and by the exertions made 
for your protection. But after all It is not any 


encreaſed zeal or activity of your Miniſters—it 
is not what they have a/rcady done, or what they 
intend in future to do neither is it any additional} 
watchfulneſs or concern on your parts, which 
can of themſelves ſecure to our preſent undertaking} 
its full ſucceſs. Something elſe is ſtill wanting 
for the accompliſhment of this happy purpoſe, 
and that is, the Divixe BLEssING. Except the 
LORD Sid the houſe, their labour is but loft that! 
build it: except the LORD Keep the city, the! 
watohman waketh but in vain.* To give full effect 
then to our labours, we muſt be conſtant in our} 
prayers to the ALMIGHTY, that he would be 
pleaſed to bleſs them. We muſt call upon GODF' 
to work with us, if we hope that our work may! 
proſper. As we ſhould deem it a vain thing toj 
truſt in GOD to do all, without exerting ourſelves} 
the powers which he gives us, ſo we ſhould deem} 
it equally vain, to truſt to our own powers alone, 
without dependance upon their Divine ſource; 
without looking to that Omnipotent Redeemer} 


D 


who hath faid, Mithout ME ye can do nothing. 


Here then laſtly, let all our purpoſes centre, and} 
they cannot fail to be crowned with ſucceſs. Let 
us recollect that we are not left merely to our owl 
ſtrength, but that in every virtuous tendency, in 


| every 
„ Pfalm CXXVII, 1. 
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every holy reſolution, the omnipotence of GOD 
is with us. Let us then now and ever look unto 
that omnipotence, and implore the infinite bleſſed- 


J neſs and honour to experience its divine aid, 
J whilſt we are workers together with it in that 
important work of our falvation, which it is ſo 
J zcalous to accompliſh. 


Thus we may indulge the glorious hope, that 


„ our preſent undertaking, ſupported by the divine 


RY night, and cheriſhed by the divine benediction, 
Jil! be proſperous and bleſſed. This night may 
Ide to us the beginning of an everlaſting day. Im- 
J picty and infidelity, thoſe unclean and hateful birds 


of night, will take their eternal flight from our 


J habitations, whilſt all the graces of evangelical 
Y viidom, thoſe clean birds of Paradife, thoſe 
delightful ſongſters of Heaven, will be fruitful 
Ind active to chear and bleſs us. The town in 
rhich we live, rejecting thus the deluſions of 
that new philoſophy which would deſtroy her, 
Fad liſtening to the voice of that Goſpel truth 
Jshich brings ſalvation by extirpating folly, will 
ket a laudable example to the world, of repent- 
Face, of reformation, and of return to her GOD, 


Ayes henceforth enriching diſtant nations with the mer— 


Ichandize of her virtues, as ſhe has heretofore 
done with that of her manufactures. Thus, diſ- 
inguiſhed by her piety as well as by her ingenuity ; 
we in promoting her eternal intereſts, alike 
with her temporal; abounding in the treaſures of 
Iteaven as well as in worldly wealth; ſhe will 
become the happy inſtrument in the hands of GOD 


of accompliſhing his purpoſes, by haſtening that 


in eleſſed day, which ought to be the object and the 


end of all our labours, when The kingdoms of this 
world ſhall become the kingdoms of our LORD and 
f his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for ever and ever.“ 
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